
North Sea Region ProgrammeNorth Sea Region Programme
INTERREG IV/BINTERREG IV/B

11 June 2008, Herning, Denmark11 June 2008, Herning, Denmark

Colin WolfeColin Wolfe
DG Regional Policy, European CommissionDG Regional Policy, European Commission



«« North Sea  Region 2007North Sea  Region 2007--1313 »» ProgrammeProgramme

•• A good programme, a good recordA good programme, a good record

BEBE--DKDK--DD--NLNL--SWSW--UKUK--NORNOR
664,000km664,000km²², +60mio people, +60mio people
€€274mio total274mio total

•• PrioritiesPriorities: : €€ miomio
InnovationInnovation 5757
EnvironmentEnvironment 7878
AccessibilityAccessibility 7878
Sustainable communitiesSustainable communities 4747
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North Sea Programme as lever, as facilitatorNorth Sea Programme as lever, as facilitator

•• ChallengesChallenges ::
Energy linksEnergy links
Transport linksTransport links
Environment changeEnvironment change
Demographic changeDemographic change
Global tradeGlobal trade

•• Require a cooperative responseRequire a cooperative response
transnational, macrotransnational, macro--region approachregion approach

•• Experiences ofExperiences of::
Baltic Sea RegionBaltic Sea Region
Alpine SpaceAlpine Space
Danube Basin, etc.Danube Basin, etc.

•• MacroMacro--region dimension between EUregion dimension between EU--27 and national27 and national
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North Sea Programme North Sea Programme –– focussedfocussed approachapproach

•• Good analysis, good responseGood analysis, good response

•• Strategic approach, strategic projects, real needsStrategic approach, strategic projects, real needs

•• Involve the real players, the overall policy peopleInvolve the real players, the overall policy people

•• Deliver results, communicate resultsDeliver results, communicate results
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North Sea Programme North Sea Programme –– having an impacthaving an impact

•• Link to other investment, align further investmentLink to other investment, align further investment

•• Link to other policiesLink to other policies: : 
Internal marketInternal market
TransportTransport
Maritime policyMaritime policy
Research, development, information societyResearch, development, information society
Safety and securitySafety and security

•• Deliver results that count Deliver results that count ……
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NorthNorth SeaSea Region Region –– makingmaking a a differencedifference

•• Good Good seminarsseminars, good workshops, good workshops

•• Good Good implementationimplementation

–– LeadingLeading to real impact,to real impact,
–– UnlockingUnlocking important important policypolicy decisionsdecisions

–– UnlockingUnlocking biggerbigger investmentinvestment

–– LeavingLeaving real real resultsresults
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