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Main activities:
1. Building
2. Maintenance
3. Dredging
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Maritime Access division



Dredging

Maintenance dredging in the river Scheldt
Netherlands (sand): 10 million m³ a year
Flanders (sand, silt): 7-8 million m³ a year

Maintenance depth: 14,5 m LAT



Dredging Westerscheldt

Green: dredging tracks 2022
Yellow: authorized relocation zones (sandbars, secundary channel and main channel)



Dredging Lower Sea Scheldt

Parelputten

Oosterweel

Colored dots: dredging tracks 2022
Black: authorized relocation zones (silt vs. sand)



Legal framework sediment bound pollutants

+ Lower Sea Scheldt (Flemish Region):
Framework standards part of the environmental permit 

+ Westerscheldt (Netherlands)
Framework standards part of national legislation (‘Regeling Bodemkwaliteit’ + Handelingskader PFAS)



Legal framework sediment bound pollutants

+ Lower Sea Scheldt (Flemish Region):
Framework standards part of the environmental permit:

Metals

Organic pollutans



Legal framework sediment bound pollutants

+ Lower Sea Scheldt (Flemish Region):
In order to check the acceptability of returning the dredging sludge, the following 
procedure must be followed:
• If the test value for a maximum of 2 parameters is not exceeded by more than 50%, 

the dredged material may be returned.
• If the test value is exceeded for more than 2 parameters or the test value for 1 

parameter is exceeded by more than 50%, the batch in question must be subjected 
to additional testing by:
• An analysis of 3 additional mixing samples for all individual parameters 

mentioned above.
• In addition, the following specific parameters must be investigated: aldrin, 

endrin, DDT and derivatives, edosulfan, HCHs, di-, tri-, tetra-, penta- and 
hexachlorobenzene, di- and pentachlorophenol.

• If the exceedance is confirmed, an ecotoxicological evaluation of the impact risk 
follows, taking into account the characteristics of the receiving environment. This 
ecotoxicological evaluation must be carried out in consultation with and in 
accordance with the procedures of the competent government authorities.



Legal framework sediment bound pollutants

+ Lower Sea Scheldt (Flemish Region):
Framework standards part of the environmental permit:

PFAS



Legal framework sediment bound pollutants

+ Westerscheldt (Netherlands)
Framework standards part of national legislation (‘Regeling Bodemkwaliteit’)

Maximum values
spreading dredged
material in a saline 
surface water body



Legal framework sediment bound pollutants

+ Westerscheldt (Netherlands)
PFAS: ‘Handelingskader voor hergebruik van PFAS-houdende grond en baggerspecie’ (versie 
december 2021)

Spreading dredged material in the same surface water body or adjacent (sediment sharing)(10)
located downstream surface water bodies (as referred to in Article 35, under g, Bbk)
-> Applicable, but do measure and test for outliers (8).



Sampling zones

+ Lower Sea Scheldt

6 Van Veen samples per MT-zone



Sampling zones

+ Westerscheldt

6 Van Veen samples per MT-zone



Results

+ Lower Sea Scheldt
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Annual reports


