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Geyer, Jambeck & Law (2017) ‘Production, use, and fate of all plastics ever made.’ Science Advances DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.1700782

Managing plastics

Cumulative plastic waste generation & disposal

http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.1700782
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EU Waste Statistics
Managing plastics

4.8 tonnes of waste were generated per EU inhabitant in 2020.

39.2 % of waste were recycled and 32.2 % landfilled in the EU in 2020.

Data from: https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/waste/publications
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Core Principles for the Recyclability of Plastics

https://www.bpf.co.uk/design/recyclability-by-design.aspx

Managing plastics
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Provide suitable bins

Managing plastics
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Encourage community action

Managing plastics

• Pick up litter as they walk by

• Organised litter picks

• Taking rubbish home

• Behaviour change: reduce, repair, 
reuse, recycle

• Pride and care for a beautiful 
environment

• Clean land, clean water
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Collect community litter pick data

Managing plastics

https://openlittermap.com/
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Lobby government & industry

Managing plastics

• Water companies sewage

• Farming practices

• Boat company product research

• Boat users to check and repair 
where damaged plastics

• Government to increase producer 
responsibility payments as virgin 
plastics still much cheaper than 
recycled
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Be a good ancestor
______________

Make responsible living second nature
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Thank you for 
listening

Clare Collins
@ClareyCollins

C.Collins-2019@hull.ac.uk


